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Our New Postmaster.
Both mi the manner of the appointment

I In the appointment itself, the Presl-
<l«nt. In selecting Mr. Barnes of New Jer¬
sey fur local postmaster, has shown a dis-
gard almost contemptuous for the feel-
<s of that class of political unfortunates,

over a quarter of a million in number, who
i . nstltute the people of Washington.
The propose'} departure of Mr. Merrltt
nl aroused In the community the pleas.ng
>pe that the President would follow the

»'Y ample of so many >f his predecessors and,
f'er itie precedent and unvarying policy in

nil other large Americin cities, would give
1 i Washington a local, representative man

as jKistmaster. for whose appointment the
substantial local public sentiment had
asked.

Instead of pursuing this wise, considerate
and only equitable course, the President,
without consulting in the slightest the peo¬
ple. or any of the people, of Washington,
an! without giving tiiem the least oppor¬
tunity even to express a wish In the mat¬
ter. has hastily se.ectej for this conspicu¬
ous local position one of his own Imme¬
diate subordinates, a man in no way iden¬
tified with local Washington and known,
' i most W&shlngtonl&ns mainly as the rep-
i<*sentative of the President in the recent,
disgraceful drag-out of Mrs. Morris from
the White House. !

i ids appointment thus made is in effect
-dap in the face to the people of Wash¬

ington. The fact that the President of the
iiiled States can with impunity thus mis-
eat this unrepresented and defenseless
immunity docs not make the act more

creditable.

Rockefeller Tales.
iiev are telling all sorts of tales on John
Rockefeller nowadays, with the white

light of publicity heating about him In his
i instructive absence from view. Stories
1'' bis ingenuity in dodging trie subpoena
servers, stories of his escapades in dis¬
guise. stories of his wild dashes out of
bounds in an armored automobile, stories

' bis visits to bis newly born grandson.
Then t here are stories of his past life,
plenty of them, ranging from mere anec¬
dotes to dramatic happenings in which ho
figures as hero or villain according to the
taste of the reader.
The latest yarn to be spun about the b'f?

oB man comes from Cleveland, which is la-
deed responsible for most of the tales with
an historic ilavor. According to this story,
last summer John IX Rockefeller heard a
1 y sing at a beer garden and was greatly
lri;pressed Vy his wonderful' voice. Now
tlil* is a frankly incredible yarn. It dif-
! s from many others, which*seek to per-

ide the hearer. It is incredible, at the
<tset, because no one who is Tn the least
il-gree acquainted with the habits of the
modest, retiring and publicity-shunning
John I>. Rockefeller will believe for a mo-
ir.' nt that lie frequents beer gardens. It Is,
of course, possible, that he was permitted

private view," with the public excluded.
But John D. at a beer garden, under any
<. rctimstanees? Away with the thought!
Well, whether he heard the boy at the

l.ier garden, or overheard him while he
was whizzing pant In a motor or carriage,
or what not. the tale runs that so Impres e 1
with the lad's voice was John I), that he
look him out of his place as a public singer
In a beery atmosphere and promised him
and his mother to put up the cash neces¬
sary for a good education. The tale is em¬
broidered with details Por Instance. It Is
3 e^ate'l That shortly after the departure from

tt beer garden the boy vis.ted John D.'s
ind the oil king talked books and

: "wt:s and poetry and religion to him and
. i: asked him to sing The lad responded

with hymns, which brought tears to the
*>¦« of the magnate, who asked for song
Tter sung, and the concert finally ended

with I Need Thee Every Hour," the sig
1 of which apparently was lost upon

Mener. for it is said that since then
l.e has ot put up a penny, while the boy

had to go back to the beer garden.
Rather a clumsy bit of Rockefeller fiction,

efter ail. But it will serve for the brief
f Its narration and gossip, and then

perhaps there will be others, more ornate
.a! more skillfully constructed John L).'

is s veritable inspiration to the manufac-
"jr'ri" of touching tales He never denies.

It is aut natural that old-school diplomats
»-h"uld question the efficiency of arbltra-

.n Professional diplomacy sometimes de-
p' i..is on the concealment of truths whlon

la the function of arbitration to disclose.

The classical names given some of tne
r. ce horses have not b«d any appreciable
1M uence in stimulating scholarship among
lie men who follow bookmaking as a busi-

n« ss

Same members '>f the lia ise of Represen-
1 itives would be glad to present Speak-r
< annon with a telescope if they thought It
\ ould enable him to see them.

British Officers.
Haling is by no means confloej to the

American military service academies, nor,
In foreign ountrles, to the embryo fighters!
In Engiand, It now appears, hazing Is prac¬
ticed by officers of the army In a fashion
to dispel all wonder at the lamentable in-
tff. ancy of that force during the war with
the Doers. For very many years It has
been the fashion to regard army life as a

t: . er" for young men of family and In¬
fluence. The pay of a subaltern officer has
always been considered as entirely too small
to serve as the sole means of support. The
j oting officer who entered the army without
u private income was certain to be humil¬
iated if he did not run deeply into debt, and
t:o army records are freely punctuated
with cases of disgrace in the courts and
diodes to avoid exposure brought about
by the extravagant living of wearers of the
uniform of the king or the queen.

1 he other day a young officer of a guards
regiment at Aldershot was reported to his
.superiors as being absent without leave.
Investigation followed and he was found in
a hotel, suffering from nervous prostration.
His physician told a story which Is now
being examined by the army authorities. If
true, it reveals a condition of affairs which
will probably call for a grand shake up In
the British military service. It appears that
this young officer, having no private means,
determined to lire on his pay, which in the
eyes of his wealthier associates stamped
Mm as a . bounder." an outsider. He was
of course, forced to absent himself from
many festivities and to eschew high play
and deep drinking The lees rigid members
of hi* mess proceeded to punish him for hla

outrageous disregard for the military con¬
vention*. They seised him, stripped him.
smeared him with motor oil, covered him
with feathers and plastered..his hair with
Jam. Ho escaped rto his own rooms, but
was pursued by hia tormentors, who
smashed down the door. He leaped from a
window and sought refuge !n a hotel.
Apart from the outrage of the hazing,

t)i(s affair discloses the serious fact that a

young man cannot afford to enter the :-nlll-
tary service in England unless he Is willing
to participate In the cosily and demorallx-
Ing social diversions 'of his brother col¬
leagues. The studious officer Is a rarity.
During the South African campaign this
fact was repeatedly and tragically revealed.
Hundreds of officers were found to be to¬
tally ignorant of the rudimentary rules of
warfare. They were brave enough, but they
dld not know how to lead men, to utilize
the natural advantages or to guard against
defeat and surprise. Tliey were merely, as
a rule, a lot of smartly dressed wearers of
titles and they were in their own way and
In that of more capable men in the ranks.
X.ord Roberts has repeatedly called atten¬

tion to the urgent need of reforms In this
as well as other directions. The neces¬
sity today Is to increase the pay of
subalterns or to establish regulations which
will prevent the drawing of lines of distinc¬
tion In the service on the basis of the pri¬
vate Incomes of Individuals. If a premium
Is not offered to the studious, well-behaved
officer the British service will drift rapidly
back into the rut in which it blundered so
badly in the early days of the Boer war.

The New Regime in Russia.
Says the Washington correspondent of

the St. Petersburg Daily Mall In his latest
letter to that newspaper:
My American friends made It very un¬

comfortable for me the other day when the
cable announced that ore Russian con¬
stituency had voted for ? pet dog in the
election for a representative to serve In the
duma, while the men in a large factory in
another district had voted for the .smoke¬
stack of the establishment. Finally a good-
natured fellow came to my relief with a lit¬
tle story, which I repeat to you: Smith
was in Congress serving his first term.
Jones, whom he had defeated for the place,
opposed again, and a lively race began for
the party nomination, which in that district
was equivalent to election. The two can¬
didates agreed to submit their claims to a

primary.a non-official affair arranged by
their friends.both men to be represented
in the election officers. As was to be sup¬
posed, the Smith men in Jones' home
county were none too vigilant, and the
Jones men In Smith's home county worked
at a disadvantage. The day arrived, the
polls were opened, and in the cities and
towns there was a great stir. But in some

of the country precincts the people were

lethargic, and things dragged, the election
officers entertaining themselves with cards
or pistol practice.
. ....*.

"In Jones' home county his friends in the
back precincts won over the Smith men,
and entered upon a scheme to give their
man a rousing vote. They not only recorded
every man who presented himself, but even

the absentees. Then they adopted other
means of swelling the majority.
"Glancing across the road an election

judge would say, 'That dogwood is a fine
tree, and I'm sure would vote for Mr.
Jones If it could express Itself. Suppose
we take its preference for granted. And
D. Wood went down on the books.
" Well, what's the matter with that

hockl>erry? Why play favorites in the
forest? And H. Berry was recorded for
Jones.

'. That yellow hound lying there is from
the Stevenson pack, and Mr. Jones often
hunts with that pack. Suppose we record
our four-legged friend.' And Y. H. Hunter
went into the Jones column.
" 'And how about that guinea fowl over

there on the fence? Female suffrage doc-sn't

go in this state, but let's make an excep¬
tion in this case. And G. Fowl voted for
Jones.
"In this way Jones' home county was

made to jttve him a tremendous majority,
and he won out by a few hundred in the
district on the general count.
. *..***

"Smith and his friends sniffed the skull¬
duggery. and demanded an investigation.
Even a bolt was suggested. But as two
candidates in the one party would mean

the loss of the district to the opposition
party, and as Smith was a loyal party man

first of all. he at last gave in. and Jones
made the race and was elected. Smith,
thus defrauded of his office, retired from
politics, returned to the practice of law,
lias since established a large and profitable
business, and Is now so happy and con¬

tented that If the chaps who swindled him
at the polls that day were to present them¬
selves to him In want, he w-ould stake them
for a good dinner, and dismiss them with
his blessing. So you see they do some

funny things here In America at (lection
times."

Youth of the United States.
The charge is often made by old nations

that the United States Is too young. It is
Indeed true that the I'nited States ha.s not
as much moss on it as some other nations
have, but . there are persons who believe
that too much moss Is a symptom of de¬
cay. A nation when personified takes the
feminine gender and nobody of that gender
ever complained of being considered too
young.

It is a habit in the I'nited States to tear
down old houses when they have outlived
their usefulness. Of course, in Washing¬
ton there are exceptions to this rule, but
as a general prdposltion when a house
gets in a tumble-down condition, and be¬
comes unsafe and insanitary the authori¬
ties condemn it and on Its site a new house
is built. This is a grave national fault.
It may have some advantages, but it inter¬
feres with the supply of ruins. In some
parts of the world when a house becomes
unfit for human habitation it is used as a
ruin. Some persons consider ruins a
luxury.
There are certain advantages In ruins.

It seems impossible to keep up an adequate
supply of ghosts without ruins. A ghost
would live In a ruin without plurrtbing,
gas fixtures, elevator, telephone or electric
light, in preference to a brand-new house
with all modern Improvements.
But the I'nited States is not beyond hope.

It Is growing old at the same rate at which
other nations have grown old. And if
fast living causes a rapid oncoming of old
age, the I'nited States is aging more
quickly than those nations that have
grown so old that they hardly live at all.

When a coal strike is threatened a brew¬
ery strike seems an affair of minor signifi¬
cance.

M. Witte possesses a certain advantage
over trie czar in being able to resign.

The Standard Oil is still busy with Inves¬
tigations and consolidations.

Cruelty to Genius.
Literature has Its disappointments. Some¬

time* it is the writer who meets with dis¬
appointment. and sometimes It Is the read¬
er. Usually it Is the latter. The discour¬
agement to which some young authors are

exposed If heart-breaking. Indeed, many
young authors are not only heart-broke but
dead-broke. The public is notoriously un¬

sympathetic, and the landlady is a notorious
part of the public. It is no discredit to an
author to be poor, because some of the
richest authors are the poorest writers, ir
a man's literary talent were a true Index
to his fiscal standing many authors of the
"si* best sellers" would be Insolvent. Lit-

erary regions of the country, nr. for exam¬

ple. the vicinity of Boston, have repeatedly
tbarged that literary cnitim U neglected
in the south. It would not be altogether
fair to denounce the south for neglect of
literary culture on the unsupported word of
Boston literati, because into New England
literary opinion now and then creeps «ome
local prejudice or even. In exceptional in¬
stances. sectional bias. At least such a

Tondition has sometimes been suspected by
>ther sections of the country.
It would really seem, however, In support

of the Boston view of the situation, that
Georgia, though it is the birthplace of dia¬
lect stories. 1* not only indifferent to bud¬
ding writers, but positively repressive. The
opinion is besr-d on the following news dis¬
patch:
Abbeville. Ga.. March 27..Three men are

dead and two brothers are in jail on a
charge of murder because, it is alleged, the
latter wanted the sensation which follows
homicide and trial for murder In order to
be able to describe it in a book which they
propose, writing. The slain men are C. B.
Buroh and George and James McDuflie,
brothers. The slayers are Cub Watts and
Joe Watts, twins. Burch was shot to death
in the public road by Cub Watts and tJie
McDuffie brothers were shot by Joe Watts
two days later at a public gathering. Eye¬
witnesses say that there was no provoca¬
tion in either case and Cub Watts .when,
irrested ta:d that all he wanted to do was
to kill a man, serve a term in the peniten¬
tiary and then get out and write a book.
"I can write the book I have in mind so
much better," Cub said, "if I am able to
write from actual experience of murder.
Joe, my brother, was animated by the same
desir*'." The Watts boys have been well
educated and think they have literary tal¬
ent.
These young men were advocates of real,

realism in literature. They were unwilling
to dupe their readers by writing on subjects
of which they had no personal knowledge.
It has been suspected that not all authors
are so honest.

Sentenced to Bed.
Bennington, Kan., has a police judge who

Is wiser than many others. He views hu¬
man nature from the standpoint of com¬

mon sense. He knows its weakness and
its needs. lie has evidently a particularly
strong grip on the foibles of the bibulous
citizen. The other day an old Imbiber was

haled before tills wise judge on a charge
of being drunk. That was not. unusual. He
had been there before, many a time. The
judge decided to give him a novel course

of treatment. He fined him $2 and then
sentenced him to spend one week in bed,
with an injunction upon his family to no¬

tify the court if the culprit showed a dis¬
position to leave the covers before the ex¬

piration of his term.
This Is a happy expedient. There is no

worse punishment for some men than to
be put to bed. Some other men, of course,
are so lazy tlmt such a treatment would
be delectable. It Is even to be suspected
that they would gladly get drunk now and
then to secure a sentence of this kind from
the court. But the convivial spirit will
rebel vigorously against a forced spell of
rest. After the first day or two he will
"holler fearful," as the boys say. There Is,
in truth, no work so hard for a man of ac¬

tion as the work of keeping still under or¬
ders.
But what about the family of this Kan¬

sas boozer? Isn't the week-ln-bed treat¬
ment rather rough on them? It Is not dif¬
ficult to imagine, the state of the atmosphere
after a day or two of enforced idleness
on the part of the thirsty husband and
father. There are some wives who would
gladly brave the anger of the court rather
than entertain such a prisoner for a week.
Of course, the culprit might be kept quiet
by doses of his favorite tipple, and the dis¬
patches are unfortunately incomplete in re¬
gard to the precautions that have been
taken by the judge to ensure sobriety dur¬
ing this s^ek In bed. Those who are study¬
ing the problem of the liquor evil should in¬
vestigate this case thoroughly and ascertain
the result of the experiment.

Mr. Jerome must occasionally regret that
there is no way of punishing a judge tor
v/hat technically amounts to contempt ot
the district attorney's office.

There is no conference or talk of art>i-

tiatlon when the coal operators contem¬

plate revising the scale of prices to the

public.

The proprieties demand a certain amount
of discussion of the elimination of gambling
f'em the turf, futile as it always proves.

The Sultan of Morocco may eventually be
permitted to venture some discreet obser¬
vations as to what he thinks of It all.

Japan is approaching its railway prob¬
lems without much hope of enlightenment
on the subjeot from this country.

Justice Deuel Is anxious to make it clear
that as a magistrate he has the highest re¬

spect for the law.

Senator Knox has the respec-t tor the
courts that is becoming a lawyer of h.s
reputation.

SHOOTING STARS.

A Remarkable Study.
"What did you think of our friend's

speech?" asked the veteran statesman.
"It was a remarkable literary study,"

answered Senator Sopghum. "I never be¬
fore realized how completely the meaning
of words could be effaced by a judicious
manner of arranging them in sentences."

Unsubstantial Mirth.
"Father." said the small boy. "what is a

practical Joke?"
"A practical Joke, my son, is one of the

kind that appeals to a man whose sense of
humor Is wholly theoretical."

An Asserti6n Qualified.
"Are you In favor of free alcohol for use

In the arts?"
"Yes,'* answered Col. Stilwell of Ken¬

tucky. "But to be perfectly candid and not

mislead you, I ought to add that I consider
a competent mixer of beverages an artist."

Wealth's Melancholy.
They say the millionaire Is grim.
In vain for laughs he's wlshin'.

We've kept Investigating him
And spoiled his disposition.

"Talk about de automobile dlspiacin' de
horse!" exclaimed Uncle Eben. "It ain't
even put de wheel-barrow out o' business!"

April 1.
You who are coaxing the soil to yield
Food for yourself and a bit to spare.

Driving the plow through the stubborn field.
Thinking this world but a Iif^ of care;

Turning your gaze from the kindly skies
And the health and rest which attend

your state.
Pause for a moment and lift your eyes.
This Is the day we celebrate!

And you, oh poet, with restless heart,
Seeking the beauty of life alone;

Scorning to do the yeoman's part.
To run the furrow or lift the stone.

Join with the others, nor proudly shun
The simple duties which sternly wait

On mortals all. Of the crowd be one.
This Is the day we celebrate.

And you, oh man of surpassing might.
Forcing obedience to your will.

Remember when you have gone from sight
Tfee world will be loving and laughing

still.
Let us Join, with complacent mind,
Peasant and prince and potentate,

Casting assumptions to the wind.
This Is the day we celebrats I

FIFTY YEARS AGO
IN THE STAR

A few weeks ago In this column was
printed a paragraph descriptive of a per¬

sonal encounter on Fran-
Greeley-Bust »yivania avenue between

Affair Horace Greeley. editor of
the New York Tribune, and

Representative Rust of Arkansas, growing
out of certain strictures on the latter print¬
ed by Mr. Oreeley In his newspaper. In The
Star of March 2-4, 1S36. appears the follow¬
ing comment on the outcome of that affair:
"The grand Jury for this county adjourn¬

ed finally on the day before yesterday. We
have every reason to believe that thejr did
not find an Indictment against the Hon.
Albert Rust of Arkansas on account of his
fracas with the Hon. Horace Greeley of
New York, '

ex-membcr of Congress and
editor of the Tribune. It Is well known
that Mr. Greeley himself took no part in
bringing the affair to the notice of the
local authorities of this District. It hw
not been customary in this community for
the courts to notice 'little affairs' of the
sort, in which no bones are broken or seri¬
ous bodily damage done, unless tbe indi¬
vidual feeling nggrteved himself asks that
It shall be done. Hence we presume the
failure of the grand jury to more in the
case at the request of some stranger in this
community not personally involved in it.
We think that Mr. Greeley exhibited excel¬
lent sense In refraining from asking the In¬
dictment of his assailant for an aftalr
which, we feel assured, never would have
transpired but for the misapprehension of
his reply when first accosted by Mr. Rust;
which led the latter to believe, in the heat
of the moment, that he (Mr. Grfeel<y) stooU
ready to .settle all such matters pretty
much as they are apt to be settled through¬
out the south."

*
* *

The old Long bridge is abort to pass
away, having been replaced by a modern

structure of steel. It has
Long Bridge been a subject of discus-

Repairs. ",on n,ld complaint for
many years. Even as tar

back as 1S3(I It was regarded as a nuisance j
and a menace to life and property. In The
Sta- of March 23. that year. Is the sum¬
mary of a debate which occurred in the
Senate the day previous. Senator Hunter
moved an appropriation for the repair of
the lxing bridge. Says The Star:
"He thought it would be an act or gr^i,

Injustice to leave the bridge unrepaired
when roads had been made to connect with
it. He denied that the filling up of the mud
flats was occasioned by the building of thai
bridge, and exhibited a map to show that
these fiats were causes of complaint as long
ago as 1790. IE Injury has been done to the
navigation It is by the citizens themselves
in connecting Analostan Island with tne
mainland. Mr. Brdwn considered it high
time to stop patching up the old fridge alio
that any appropriation to repair such an
old rickety concern would be worse than
useless. It would stand there as a disgrace
to the nation. Mr. Pratt opposed the
amendment. Georgetown was the place oj
h's childhood, and he could well recollect
the Injury sustained by its commerce ow:ng
to the erection of the bridge and the conse¬
quent tilling up of the channel. He could
well recollect when vessels ot tlie largest
class came there to loud with tobacco, and
what was now the fact? /Why, thatveSSQ a
of light draft only could approach their
shores. The quCStiop was taken on the
amendment of Mr. Hunter and decided n

the negative, as was an amendtnerit offered
by Mr. Pratt appropriating for the
repair of the Navy Yard and Eastern
Branch bridges."

*
* *

Newspapers did very little illustrating half
a century ago. the advertising columns con¬

taining almost all there was in
Novel the way of cuts. These cuts
- PiTcns were of a swtej>lvp«l .cljaracter.

index, -hfncjs. ., ix>?-ifcts,. steam¬
boats. watches, soldners-to emphasize no¬

tices of mlUtih jiiretlng^-^'piBiir and
teeth. In The Star of M* "¥h jfr, IX*). ap¬
pears a novelty in the way of advertising
illustration, an elongated cut printed verti¬
cally setting forth pictorially the attrac¬
tions'of Spalding A Rogers' "Great Railroad
Circus," which was to shpw in A\ju>hing-
ton for six days commencing April ". 1 his
show was unique beyond the fact that it
was transported in its own train. In 1 he
Stir of the same date appears the follow¬
ing paragraph: *

, , ."We are soon to have ft new element -or
excitement here, calculated.to share the In¬
terest even with the deliberations at the
Capitol. Messrs. Sliding and Rogers have
contrived a train of railroad cars with ad¬
justable axles for the transportation of the
persons, horses and properties of a new
equestrian establishment they have this
winter established at colossal proportions
and at enormous expense. In giving pub¬
licity to their Intention of employing the
very lieajl of every branch of the profes¬
sion, no matter at what salary, they have
been so overwhelmed with applications,
raeli claiming to be without a competitor
In his particular line, that they have con¬
cluded to settle tlve question of superiority
by bringing the rivals together at Wash¬
ington In a kind of circus convention and
tournament, awarding to the victor in each
department a cash prize of $100 nrd also
a season's engagement at 10 per cent ad¬
vance of the highest salary he may have
previously received. The most distinguished
performers have already entered the lists
and the exciting sport will commence with¬
in a few days."

*
* *

The tenth "White House reception of the
season was held Friday evening. March 28.

1830, and the next afternoon
Cupid aild The Star printed a description

Society of the event- the Allowing ex-

tracts from which are Inter¬
esting to modern newspaper readers:
"Leave we our hat and overcoat amidst

the plled-up castors and beaver cloths In
tiie ante-room, and with one lingering look
through the open door into what is ordi¬
narily the dining room, but now beautified
for the occasion Into a ladles' dressing
room, we pass by on the other side through
the tall and so to the crimson parlor. Here
in odd corners, seated in the cozy arm¬

chairs. you Si,all find young 'lovers . court-
in# couples'.who, oblivious of the passing
crowd, spent the evening pretty much to
themselves. How many housekeeping ar¬

rangements i.ave been figured out in this
little room we can only guess. See that
Byroric-looking youth who whispers in his
fair companion s ear words which sihe s.-ms

not loath to hear. With them the future is

made up of love in a cottage, rainbows,
flowers, ecstasies and char.otte russe But
next to them is a more matter-of-fact
couple (how carefully the young man dis¬
plays his white-spotted yellow bandana),
they will live in a brick house with green
blinds and brass knocker on the door and
no doubt will prefer a wood fire*to a halo
uny day."

A HEADLESS OCTOPUS.
From the Detroit Free Pies'.
Mr. Archbold's statement that Standard

OH has no master is merely another slur
at the law of Missouri.
l'rom ilie Indianapolis Star.
Mr. Archbold, vice president of the Stand¬

ard Oil Company, says there Is no master
mind in that great corporation. Thomas
W. Unson has frequently sail t'hat the
mind which controls It is that of H. H. Rog¬
ers. Now which is to be believed?
From the Detroit News.
Mr Archbold is going to have consider¬

able difficulty In convincing the public that
there is no human responsibility for Stand-
aid Oil.
From the Detroit Journal.
Mr John D. Archbold says "there's no

one head to the Standard OH Company. '

We had suspected It was all teeth, nails
and stomach.
From the Rochester Herald.
It appears from Mr. Archbold's statement

that Standard Oil has no great controlling
mind. The machinery of this organization
is so perfect as to suggest perpetual motion.
From tbe Baltimore Evenln* Herald.
Mr. Archfbold says that there is no mas¬

ter-mind In Standard OH. But there seems
to be a number of strong-arm men with
billies.
From the Pittsburg Press.
"Mr. Rockefeller has had no connection

With the business for ten years.".John D.
Archbold of the Standard Oil Company
Another of those alibis.

EFFECTS OF IOR<
The conferanc* at Al®«clraa. baaun the

16th of January. 1** drawn 1U atow Jaa««>
through aevantr-flva day*

Ho Chang* of feverish distrust and
o* Vnltrxr doubt. until now we are aa-y" Burea that the end nas

come, and a few days mora and the con¬
ference will have closed.
The changes of government from Bal¬

four to Bannerman In England, and from
Delcaase to Rouvler and from Rouvler
to Bourgeois in France, have undoubt¬
edly contributed to the prolongation of
the conference by creating hope for
Germany that, first, the liberals would de¬
nounce the Anglo-French agreement, and.
second, that the French ministers In turn
would change, as suspected antl-rollltarisia,
the poMcy or their predecessors and sur¬

render under the menace of war the spe¬
cial situation of France in Morocco. In
each case these ihopes have proved illu¬
sory. but they have nevertheless tended 'o

thwart the object of the conference and
defer the conclusion.
On the 14th instant the ministry of M.

Sarrien. which succeeded that of M. Hou-
vier, delivered to the chamber the custom¬
ary declaration of Us policy, whleh was
awaited with Unusual Interest.
"As to our foreign relations," said M.

S&rrien. "we propose, notably in questions
concerning our situation in the north or
Africa, to follow the policy of our pred¬
ecessors, and which but recently received
anew the approbation of parliament. frutiy
conscious of the rights and vital Interests
which our diplomacy Is ~In duty bound to
protect, we are convinced that the exercise
of these rlgihts and the normal develop¬
ment of these rights can be assured with¬
out Injury to those of any other power.
Like our predecessors, to whom we desire
to render full justice, we have the hope
that the justice and dignity of that atti¬
tude will permit the near and definite ar¬
rangement of pending difficulties.
"Faithful to an alliance of which France

am! Russia show equally the tieneflce'U
action and to the friendships of which wo
have measured with certainty the loyalty
and the price, France holds a situation be¬
fore the world which afllrms again the
spirit of justice and peace with which she;
faces the divers problems placed by the
fcrce of things before nations. That spirit
will continue to be ours, and it Is for this
reason we will follow with confidence a
policy which serves equally In our eyes t»T!
cause of our country and that of the peace
of the world."

*
* *

In this conference at Algeciras Germany
has systematically opposed all the proposi¬

tions submitted by France.
Systematic M. do Bulow said on June

10, 1905, to the FrenchOpposit on.
..The eon,

ference will permit Morocco to satisfy the
legitimate desires of France." On the iSld
of June he said: "If you accept the confer¬
ence the imperial diplomacy will adopt. In
ulterior negotiations, an attitude of which
you will be satisfied." These promises have
been forgotten. Why?
Has not France, in going to the confer¬

ence of Algeciras. treated with regard the
amour propre of Germany in furnishing he.
a reason in which to proclaim that she was
no longer isolated from the Moroccan af¬
fair? Did not France declare before the
conference that she desired the independ¬
ence of the sultan, the integrity of Morocco,
lias she not subscribed with -German* to
the economical principle of the open door
Now we turn to the mysterious question or
the first moment.
"What does Germany want.
The language of the German plenipoten¬

tiaries In the conference has been almost
always enigmatic, their proceedings disdain¬
ful or evasive, their delays indefinite. The
impression has been created that she wished
at one moment to tire out the patience o

the conference, at another to annul It. After
St. msniv visits und'cabaK -so many,notes
aaitl cross-notes-, the conference degajpq to.
study the question of the police nrfu trw*
bank conjointly. When the vote was taken
Austrfc-and Morocco only rallied to the side
of Germany. It was manifestly a defeat for
the latter, and by whatever solution <>f the
questions before the conference Germany
might be given other consolations, they
would inevitably be accorded gratuitously to
save the face of Germany and thus protect
t lie peace of Europe.
France, by her spirit of conciliation, has

attracted the sympathies of the world.
Spain has definitely joined her cause. Italy
i« in perfect accord and agreement. Russia
is faithful to her ally. The United States is
neutral, but sympathetic, and finally Eng¬
land is loyal and stands with France be¬
cause her interests bind her indissolubly for
a common defense against the one power in
Europe which would dominate the world.

* *

Is it probable, with such a coalition, that
the German emperor.the German govern¬

ment.would undertake war?
Is Wat It may be answered that

Uesiredf when W;tr was (3eltt,erl upon In
principle Russia was hors du

combat, and is still ill prepared to engage
in another campaign. England, too, accord¬
ing to the confession of Lord Roberts, al-
ready quoted, is as little prepared for war
as It was In 1890. It Is true Lord Roberts
affirmed his belief that "the British navy Is
absolutely capable of meeting any eventu¬
ality." It Is to be remarked that the affir¬
mation Is one of belief only, which may be
a weak assertion that conceals a fear or a
doubt that the navy is not up to the mark.
Nor would Germany go to war with France
without the perfection of her artillery,
which are told is to be completed within
'the next six months.

There Is a political preparation In which
Germany is already engaged, not under the
guidance this time of the foreign affairs
office, but under the direction of the Ger¬
man general staff. The Temps of Paris of
the 15th instant contains an article on the
subject of the state of mind in Morocco:
"The morning after the visit of William II
to Tangier the representative of Makhzen
at Oudjda received an order to cease all
friendly relations with the French authori¬
ties." Three weeks thereafter the amel of
Figuig received a letter from the pacha of
Tangier directing the people of Zenega, who
the night before had given the French evi¬
dence of their absolute fidelity, "not to com¬
promise themselves with the French: the
hour was nigh when the Germans would re¬
place them." Since then incidents of a like
character have multiplied. Recently the
pacha of Tangier wrote again to the amel
of Figuig that "the sulian, supported byGermany, was about to exact that France
evacuate the Saharan oasis occupied in HKJO.
That the Germans would land arms for the
population of the Tafilalet at Agadir. . « .

The governor Moulai Rachid had been or¬dered to hold himself ready for the war of
deliverance. * * . Abbu Amama would
march against the French." The amel of
Figuig said recently: "In a little while the
Germans will give us an occasion for joy,"and he caused a salute to be fired in honor
thereof. '*

On the frontier already the natives are

SARAH THE TRUST-BUSTER.
From the Detroit Journal.
Mme. fJ-<rah Bernhardt is playing In a

tent in Texas. We wonder who is left to
appear in "the grand concert Immediately
after the main performance."
From the Indianapolis Star.
Mme. Bernhardt is appearing in a tent

In her tour of Texas. This will be much
more convenient In case some of her au¬
dience grow tired of the performance and
decide to "shoot up" the bouse.
From the Chicago News
Sarah couldn't have got half as much ad¬

vertisement out of It had she been allowed
to play In the finest trust houses In the
south. Neither could she have drawn the
crowds, for the people who were going
for art's sake went anyway, and they were
reinforced by the vast multitude that just
can't refrain from going to a tent show,
nr.- matter what is inside the tent.

From the Providence Journal.
When a distinguished foreign artist like

Madame Bernhardt has to play In a tent
ir. Texas because the "syndicate" has
closed the theaters under Its control
against her, no further proof Is required
of the sublimated impudence of this com¬
bination to dictate to American playgoers.
From the Serantoa Trtbaae.
Sarah Bernhardt'* success with the the¬

atrical syndicate in Texas entitles her to
the belt as the champion trust-buster.

HBO COHERENCE
telMnt of the war." And Anally Oer-
9tan agents. assumed convert* to Islamtem.
are preaching dissension elsewhere.
German sentiment Is likewise being pre¬

pared for war by pamphlets. Inspired. It Is
.aid. by the Imperial government. One of
these. "Peace or War." Is attracting much
attention. The author says:

*
* *

"England has every luteiest to check by
war the Industrial and commercial uprising

of her prlncll>al rival In tho
Pointed world, Germany. England

Questions. has her cye* turned toward
Africa at the same time that

America pretends to have formed a block
from Cape Ilorn to Greenland to keep out
Europe. The rival of England In Africa Is
France. Thus It has been Imagined to arm
France against Germany in the hope that,
weakened in the struggle. France may re¬
nounce her colonial ambitions In Africa.
"What will be the consequence to Ger¬

many of a war with England? Her mari¬
time commerce, packets and cargoes would
in a few days fall a prey to tho English
fleet. Her coasts would be bombarded,
Hamburg destroyed. The English could
not land troops successfully. The injuries
then inflicted by the English would be oon-
llnd to a narrow strip of territory on tho
coast, whilst beyond, in the lnterlbr. the
German would continue to live in peace
and security.
"Germany would certainly need Important

foreign importation*, but our coa^n are
blccknded and very likely our east and
west frontiers. The United States would
have every interest to furnish us with
things that are necessary. The port of
Trieste will remain open. American mer¬
chandise arriving in Europe under the
starry banner would be converted at
Trieste Into Austrian merchandise and
would readily reach Germany by rapid
railways."
So the German general stuff. If the au¬

thor of "Peace or War" is to be credited,
has put the United States down as the fur-
nisher of pent-up Germany? Just here the
writer may inform the general stafT that
there is nothing in the sentimental or eco¬
nomical spirit of the American to warrant
any such sordid speculation. His debt to
generous France, who sent 4<UW0 of her
braves to light for American Independence,
may never be repaid as It merits, but an
act of perfidy such as Jndicated by the
author of "Peace or War" could not be at¬
tempted. Besides, the American purveyors
would find nearer and more sympathetic
markets at Brest and Liverpool.
The author of "Peace or War" admits

that Austria will take no part in the con¬
flict. "The friendly neutrality of Austria
and Italy (?) presents incontestible advan¬
tages In permitting the provisioning of Ger¬
many through Mediterranean ports. If the
triple alliance took up arms all of its coasts
would be blockaded and (Icrmany would be
able to maintain war a few months only."
The logic of the author is not very clear,

and the reader will ask what Austria will
be doing when Hungary and Gallcla shall
be in arms? And Italy! What may pos¬
sess Italy to abandon her interests In Tri¬
poli which she may have already occu¬
pied bv the common accord of England.
France", Spain and Russia? The trlplice of
other days has already disappeared.

I'nder the title of "I.a Mesaventure de
l'Amiraute" (the mishap of the German
admiralty), Alexandre Ular writes in La
Revue of March 15:
"Recently some one In Germany has pub¬

lished a romance (to avoid a condemnation
for high treason*, simply entitled
signed by the psuedonym, 'Seestern.' or
.Star of "the Sea.' The day this pamphlet
fell under the eve* of the German admiral¬
ty officers there was a general stupefaction,
including the emperor: What was there so
terrible in tills peeudo romance, a bad imi¬
tation of the Battle of Dorking and of all
other familiar writings describing future
wars?"

*
* *

''Here is a very brief resume of some of
the things written by the unknown officer:

... j-' An Incident fci the Sanroan
Hypothetical islands starts the war. Tho

War Picture.1Ul!v *arch the W*
chamber vote? war unani¬

mously to support England and rescue
Alsace-Lorraine. TfrtfSame day the reich-
stag at Berlin votes war in spite of the
opposition of the socialists. Austria would
follow, but Hungary refuses to act with the
dual monarchy. .Italy joins Germany, be¬
cause of the outrageous attitude of Eng¬
land. The Italian-squadron is destroyed at
Naples, but the French fleet, naturally late
and in disorder, arrives too late before
Spezzia, where it meets 'with a crushing
defeat. A powerful English fleet bombards
Ouxfiaven, at the mouth of the Elbe, but
notwithstanding the frightful carnage, suc-
ceeds only in blocking port. Fifteen days
later a similar action and result occur be¬
fore Kiel. The German fleet is destroyed by
the British in the North sea. but the latter
is so crippled it Is unable to take the of¬
fensive thereafter.
"The invasion of the continent is effected

by way of Belgium. Tiie English occupy
Arras* the day of the rupture. Germany
cuts off France from Antwerp and occupies
Calais, and takes position at Arras, Rethel
and Chalons. The Italians have invaded
Provence. A formidable battle ensues, last¬
ing four days, resulting in the defeat of the
combined forces of England and France,
the center of whose forces is broken by a

prodigious charge of German cavalry.
Paris is nervous and the government is
transferred to Bordeaux. Only a pai t of
the British fleet and the German army sur¬
vive; the French and English forces have
been destroyed. America and Japan are In¬
tact, the former have amassed untold bil¬
lions as jjurveyors to the Germans and
their allies, and having secured all their
gold (fancy Turkey anil Morocco paying
goldr what Imagination'.), they are reduced
to a regime of assignats or paper money.
Meanwhile Japan has directed the definite
revolt of China and become the arbiter of
Europe.
"The denouement Is startling. Mussul¬

mans in Asia and India have raised tho
standards of revolt and undertake the
holy war.' The union of whites is a ne¬
cessity. and the German emperor proposes
peace! France and England pay ten bil¬
lions to Germany. Italy receives Nice, Crete
and Tripoli; Germany receives Zanzibar,
New Guinea and a part of the Belgian Con¬
go. Two-thirds goes to France and Ger¬
many. The latter also takes West Moroc¬
co and Fiance is given East Morocco. Bel-
glum is suppressed (also, we are to hear no
more of King Leopold and Cleo Merode),
and divided according to language between
France and Holland, the latter being
merged in the Germanic confederation;
Hungary is taken from Austria, while
Austria receives in compensation Macedo¬
nia and Salon!ca."
This extraordinary publication, "190(5," by

"Seestern," which appears to have discon¬
certed and enraged the emperor, corre¬
sponds, with some manifest variations, with
the views of William II, and a still hunt
is being made at Berlin for the author, who
is suspected of being no other than a high
retired officer of the German admiralty.

CH. CHAILLE-LONG.

JEROME'S JEREMIAD.
From the Rochester Post Express.
By what right does William Travers Je¬

rome take the chair of censor of reckless
speech?
From the Jarksonville Times Union.
Jerome is not a yellow journalist. He

lacks the journalist part of the combina¬
tion.
From the Kuoxville Journal and Trlhwne.
Experience is a teacher and some people

say William Travers Jerome ought to be a
judge of hysteria.
From the Lewlston Kvetilng Journal.
Mr. Jerome claims that this country Is

suffering from an aggravated case of hys¬
teria. Anyhow Mr. Jerome's talk aggra¬
vates It.
.From the Cincinnati Times Star.
< Even that energetic and fearless young
man, William Travers Jerome, shows signs
of tiring of the hysterical type of reform
when some people make up their minds that
it is about time for him to take up the
role of the reformed.not of the reformer.
From the Providence Tribune and Telegram.
Mr District Attorney Jerome speaks

rather lesa entertainingly before dinner
than after, but somewhat more discreetly.
From the Philadelphia Public ledger.
There is nothing in the rumor that Jerome

haa lost his head. The organ is still on his
shouldera, chin up.

ANSWERS to
CORRESPONDENTS

(la thla column trill b« *11 q«Mt!nrt«of a proper n«tnr« submitted to Th» Star. In¬
quirers tboeld wilte on on* alda of tha pa|*r -yalyand toMrcaa ttolr Mtm to "Cncl» Jaapet." S'arofflcf la rasa of dlBcult coooDdram* anawcr* mirb* d»Uytd for a *ttk or two. CoMwiu'ntly "
mar be advlamhU for all questioners to watch tbla
co'umn carefully ]
M. B. F.: The Capitol wm the scene of

(Treat excitement last Friday morning.
What *m tho trouble? A/-Th« Houa«
committee on Improvements In the Missis¬
sippi river, of which Representative Prlnoo
of Illinois I® chairman, met on tliat Jkv
for the first time In thirty years. Congress
adjourned early as a mark of r<-si>ect.

SASSAFRAS: What Is the quickest -i: >1
simplest way to train an evil-tempered, ill
mannered bulldog? A.Fasten the animal
to the stops of the rear I'tillman. Thu
method is Infallible.

C. L. DUCJKLET: A friend recomnier. lt
peppered bark made Into" a poultice for lit
somnla. What do you think of the sugg'
tlon? A.Sounded like a quack remedy ilii
we tried It. Hut it worked. The last baik
we peppered had kept us awake four tiiKh't
In succession. We don't drop to the i. uI
tlce Idea, tho'.

HARDWICK OF GEORGIA: A m\i!.:-i>1
plaster applied to the upper lip somct'n) -i

helps a little.

E. K. F.: My husband, who fc a physi¬
cian, had a hurry call the other mnht and
slipped on a banana peel when .1 Wo K
away from the house Cannot tiilnss Ilk-
this be prevented? A..They certain.y shojld
be, mad&me. Wo always believed the r
lice regulations covered such case-!. i m I
your husband take cold?

HON. JOHN WESLEY GAINES: Do you
think the experiment was a success? A
Quite so, considering the atmospheric con¬

ditions. Your remarks In the House on tha
occasion In question were distinctly audlbl«
at Mount Vernon, alt ho' below that it was

Impossible to obtain a verbatim record
The air was somewhat damp.
CAREFUL: Are safety matches hett;

than the otlief kind for household use? A
Oh. so very, very much better. We didn't
think so until one night we sat down on the
back porch after wlfle hail filled the lamp
there.. I^ater. we drew a match briskly
across the south front of our pants. \\ .

light 'em on the box now.

ALGERNON: How soon can I rim a quart
of cherries cheap? A..Cocktail or pic.
Algy? I^ooks to us like a jag or a stomach
ache. More details, please.

URBAN: I am going to rent a place In
the country this summer. I'ncle Jasper
Would you advise me to buy a cow and to
raise my own garden truck? A..Not by
no means. We tried it last summer. At the
end of the summer we figured out thai
milk from our private cow had cost up
$1.89 a quart, and potatoes from the pet
sonally conducted garden 19 cents each.
About that time we stopped figuring and
moved to town. Never again.
DISILLUSIONED: Dear uncle jns;er I

am so worried because the other night in-

husband came home he had been working
late he said and he hung hL« shoes on tl
gas Jet ajid went to t>ed In Ills overcoat and
Oh please we have been married only
month do you think his mind is iffeeted
A. Calm yourself, dear madame. caltn y it

self. The symptoms you rtescrib- ¦.pi

strangely familiar. Your lui«bir.l d
eaten a boned herring. They alTe it< ti
same way

JOHN R. McLKAN: IV) you think I <l;.t
right In buying that property I n.c

A.. Probably, probably. We thought u

glancing at our gas bill this month t:i;it v i

had made extensive purchases ret-uti^.
Aud we have been working the l.t:i:.> >v« r

time, too.

PERCIV.-VI.: What motives i. ;<

RepresentatiM s Pfirtbf1 and lltir-iwe k >

ihejr point-ot-orrler 'amiaigu g.i.n.-- t'i
legislative appropriation hill° \ .Motin <

of the highest and purest patr ol iln {.,. >

Mr. Prince had one of his pel 1 ills
on by the appropriations comniit'e.
long ago. ai,<i Hardwiek >.:¦;¦
mater al in his district. Splash!
BESSIE: What do you think of M

morer.cy V'ere de Yere Jones as .. r. .in- tar
the new baby A. Excuse us. pi-vise. \\ ..

never like to be faznib-ir with #«
don't know. Remember. iOltz-i: t e
child may grow to manhood

UNCLE JAfci'l.R,

THEY ALWAYS AGREE.
I do not always quite agree
With what she may propose.

But though it may seem wrong to me.
You bet it always goes.

1 arn not one to vex my wife
With endless contradiction.

Or ekmd the pen tie creature's life
By harsh, unkind restriction.

If Emma Jane prefers her club
To staying home at night,

She knows full well her loving hub
Will tell her It's all right;

And If she hates to hare me smok
Why. then, 1 loath to tease he:

Why should I any storm evoke?
It's easier to please her.

And so I live in happiness-
No jarring or contention;

None of the clashes that distre->
Some couples I could mention.

1 don't require her to obey.
Ifer will 1 would not break it

1 always let her have her way
Because I know she'd take it.

.Chicago News.

A LATER ADVENTURE OF PEGASUS.
When I'egasus' decline began.
His pinions scarcely fit to drag on,

Tho Poet soli him to a man

Who ran a vegetable wagon.
This Huckster, little versed in Keats
And knowing Horace very sparse];

Of.red less for Byron than for beets
And less for Pindar than for parsiet

Ills wit was slow.
His brow was low.

His voice knew not Apollo's uses

(In selling leeks
One seldom speaks

The favored measure of the Muses).

And so the Huckster hitched his Steed
Unto his cart and startM yelling

His stock in trade, to meet the

Of every cook in every dwelling;
But lo! each word he" tried to bawl
Fell into rhymed extravaganzas

tntll at last his Huckster's call
Became complete poetic stanzas:

"Who'll buy my corn

This jocund morn?

My lettuce green as tropic parrots?
My marvelous
Asparagus.

My radishes, my beans and carrots?"

So Pegasus with dusty coat

Tugged till the sweat ran down his dapples,
And now aud then the Huckster wrote
A sonnet on a peck of apples.

And now and then he raised a cry
So rhythmically sublimated

That folks remarked. In passing by,
"He's daft or else intoxicated!"

"Crisp Cauliflower I
Fresh iemous sour!

Cantaloupe, spinach, new po-ta-toea!
Fresh pease, fresh greens,
Fresh lima beans.

And blood-red, suu-kissed ripe to-msy tocs '

As night drew on the Ilorse divine 0

Grew most extremely irrit-able
And Inwardiy began to pine
For oats in his Parnassian stable.

He kicked his master off the dray.
And snorting like s fiery dragon.

Spread out bis wings and flew sway.
Still harnessed to the Huckster's

MORAL
Though change of heart
And love of Art

May make a poet of a Oirter,
The Moses' colt
Is apt to bolt

Whea harnteeo* 4»wa to trade and barter.
.Wallace Irwin la tbe


